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ABSTRACT 

Historical cartography has proved increasingly important in understanding the transformations 
that occur in the urban landscape, emerging as a rich source of data along with other historical 
documents. In the present work, the objective was to perform an analysis of the modifications that 
occurred in the drainage network of the genesis area of the city of Petropolis from the 
comparations of information extracted from historical cartographic documents of the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries – from the years 1896, 1917 and 1945 – and the most recent cartographic 
base of the city – 1999. Thus, it was possible to identify the changes that occurred in the Palatino, 
Quintandinha and Piabanha rivers, which are the three main river channels that cut through the 
genesis area of the city. From the georeferenciation and vectorization of historical cartographic 
documents, and measurement of the length and width of these three main rivers, the results 
showed changes in all channels, causing a loss of sinuosity, especially in the Quintandinha River, 
in addition to the suppression of four islands, two in the Quintadinha River (847 and 139 m²), one 
in the Piabanha River (218 m²) and one in the Palatino River (195 m²). 
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